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Bocuntents, 
PIRATICAL DEPREDA TIONS. 


Message from the Presedent of the United States, tranemit- - 


ting wnformation relatwe to Prratical Depredations, and 
urnished in pursuance of two resolutions of 216i and 
23d December last. 
CONTINUED FROM FOLIo 144, 
No. 5. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Randall to the Sec- 
retary of State, dated 

Havana, 6th September, 1824. 

« The Government will have learned, from my 
letter of the 14th July, by the Jona Adams, and 
from other accouats, of the renewal of the pira- 
cies at this island, an their most atrocivus aod saa- 
guiaary form. In that letter, | mentioned the 
cases of the Mercator, the Castor, and others. 
While at Matanzas, | was informed that several 
other captures had occurred near that city ; but, 
from the destruction of the vessels and crews, 
no particulars were keown, At the same time, 
the brig Industry, of Baltimore, when io the oar- 
bour of Matanzas, and only a few miles trom the 
city, was attacked by five piratical beais, which 
were beaten off. The firing was distinctly beard 
in Matanzas. A Spanish vrig of war lay in the 
- but no efforts were made to capture the 

alse 

“ While at Matanzas, and in its neighbourhood, 
I heard much of the naiure and extent of the pi- 
racies committed there, and of the exteasive par. 
ticipation in it by persons of the city and coun- 
try. The facts are truly appalling, and far ex 
ceed, in degree and turpitude, the views of it 
preseated in my letter of the 14th July. Large 
quantities of their plunder are known to have 
been introduced by the pirates into Matanzas, 
and are vendimg there at prices which alone be- 
tray the nature of the property. Many articles, 
of a peculiar fabric, aad knowa not to have been 
regularly introduced, are seen there constantly ; 
snch as French hats, of the newest fashion, on the 
heads of valgar ruffiaus. The retailers of goods 
are seen travelliag to the eaast wth eapk hogens 
for the known purpose of making purchuses trom 
the pirates. A respectable Englishman, who 
keeps the ferry near the city, informed me, that 
the returns from his ferry, give certain indica 
tions when prizes are on the coast, from the 
number of persons who resort from Matanzas to 
their rendezvous. No effectual measures are 
taken to stop this trafic. MH, occasionally, goods 
are seized in the attempt to smuggle them mtv 
the city, the affair termiuates by their condemna- 
tion, or being taken by the ofheers of the cus- 
toms, and nothing more ts heard. of it. Persons, 
known to be pirates, walk the streets unmolested, 
no one being willing to incur the risk of denounc 
ing them. 

Bat very recently, 
exposed in another 
been acting for several months, 


a scene of piracy has been 
quarter, which must have 
and which, tor 
the extent of its depredations, and their atrocity, 
transcends all that have been known for several 


years. They have taken place at Baya Honda, 
to the leeward of this place, near Cape San An- 
tomio, the old scene of similar crimes. Informa- 
tion having been given to Capiain Graham, of the 
British sloop of war Icarus, ao expedition was 
fitted out in his boats, which proceeded to 
Baya Honda, on the 2st ult. succeeded in cap- 
turing two pirate vessels, and in killing several ol 
the pirates. On the approach of the boats, the 


pirates, about forty in number, fled into the 
essels, were 
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coahned the — crew of the brig Henry 
of Hartford, Connegicut, who were most season.” 
ably released. TheHeary was captured on the 
16th ult. bound from@ port in Mexico to Matan- 
“as, wiih a cargo ofmules. The captain ara tig 
créw were treated with the accustomed craelt 
of these ru(fians, ¢nd were designed to be killed 
the next day, after they had assisted in landing 
the mules. The Henry was dismasied aud 
stripped, ext 5 

lu the bay, werd found the wrecks of twelve 
vessels, recently destroyed by the pirates, the 
crews of all of which are sapposed to have been 
murdered. Some of the vessels were very large, 
and the British officer computed that their crews 
could not have consisted of a less number than 
one huudred and twenty persons. Of this horde 
of villains nothing had been previously heard, 
and they had been, » doubt, carrying on their 
cepredations for a considerable time without in- 
terruption. Some of the crew of the Heury were 
; told by the pirates, that all those vessels, twelve 
in number, had been captured and destroyed by 
them; and, upon bemg asked what had been done 
| With thew crews, they very significantly shrug- 
ged their shoulders, pat gave no answer. This 
part of the coast has been but little observed of 
tnie by mea of war, from an idea that the pirates 
had entirely deserted \t; and it is still belueved 
to be very imperfectly explored and known. 
The piace is represented as having many secret 
harbours, diilicult of detection, without a very 
strict scratiny with, boats. The pirates rua 
their prizes into those small harbours or inlets, cut 
away theiraaasts, andito vessels merely cruizing 
in the bay, 1 are then invisible. 1 is further 
staied, ir of the Heoury, that the pr- 
rates had §0)d to persons on shore, the mules on 
board that vessel, whieh they were about landing, 
when surprised by the boats of the learus. It 1s 
impossible that such extensive operations couid 
have been carried on without the full knowledge 
and participation of the adjacent country. 

Captain Graham made~a representation to the 
plains mach “ot the apathy evinced by' thet’ tn 
the occasion. He has, however, been promised 
that measures should be taken to discover and 
punish the delinquents, to which purpose orders 
would be sent to the captain of the ** Pa:tido,”’ or 
district where the affair occurred. To Captain 
Graham, his officers, and mean, the greatest praise 
is due for their promptness in equipping the 
farce, the gallantry and spirit with which it was 
conducted, and aot lessfor their humanity to our 
unlortunate seamen, wlom they relieved in the 
very crisis of their fate. ‘This officer was before 
advantageously known br his good conduct and 
success against the piraes, in killing the noted 
chief, Pépé. and destrojng his establishment at 
the Is'e of Pines. Catain Graham states that 
the Governor of the tle of Pines bad, a short 
time before, presented > this notorious pirate, an 
elegant pait of pistols’ On the destruction of 
his party by the Endsh, this same governor 
claimed great merit fd the aid he afforded. I 
have also been told, ail have reason to believe, 
that the Spanish brigof war “ El Marte,” Don 
Jose Apodaca commader, a few days since, feil 
in with, and boarded, pirate vessel, the consort 
of those destroyed byhe boats of the learus.— 
The visit terminatedjowever, in mutual Civiti- 
ties. The officers ofhe man of war received 
arious presents from ie pirates, and let him pass, 
although his characte was well known to all on 
board. ‘Ibe pirate rged that he only cruized 











busbes. On board one of the pirate v 
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against the cnemies of Spain. he account is Zive 
by a seaman who was on board the « Mart * 
and visited the pirates: eo 
1 report those tacts, out of the many similar 
pomee which occur, to satisfy the Government that 
oa with tenet of the state is infected anid taint 
‘ n this dreadrur veka, and as @ justification 
for any exiremity of treatment whieh the United 
States may find it necessary to apply. ¥ most add 
my increased conviction, arising from more ve- 
ried information, that neibing short of a system 
of strict reprisals against this Island, ite trade, 
aod property, wiil allerd an effectual remedy. 1 
took the liberty, in my letter sent by the John 
Adams, to offer some remarks in recommenda- 
tion of this measure. In the mean time, to chébk 
and restrain it partially, a large and active forte 
must be constantly kept up on this coast. It ig® 
also in my opinion necessary that the force em- 
ployed should be always present, with an undj- 
vided view and atteution to this business. "Their 
occasional absence on other duties, materiajly 
inpairs their ethcacy. Their operations against 
the pirates should be consecutive and unreimitling. 
it has been found that occasional visits to suspect- 
ed places, by different vessels, and at long tnter- 
vals, produce no serious impression on the pi- 
rates. They serve, it is true, to afford convoy 
and a momentary protection, but the intervals of 
their absence are occupied by the pirates in re- 
newed depredations. It is considered by ali"ti- 
telligent persons at Matanzas to be indispensable, 
that a- vessel of at least the furce of one of our 
largest schooners should be constamly lying in 
the entrance of that harbour. ‘The advantage 
of such & measure has been before evinced.—- 
W hile oa this subject, | think it my duty to state 
that mach dissatisfaction’ and complaint exiate 
amongst the merchants and traders here, citizens 
of the United States, beeause of the great dim- 
inution of our naval force in this quarter during 
the past summer. They allege the summer 
months to be much more fraught with danger to 
vessels, because of the cals which prevail, anc 
which, while they permutJhe snaligater ene ater. 
chant vessels much more to their attacks. In the 
more boisterous months, many of those boats 
cannot cruize, and the vessels approaching ra- 
pidly to the coast, and’ running at once into 
port, are much less liable to capture. I have 
endeavoured to silence their complaints, (which 
will probably be heard in the United States, ) 
aud to convince them that every possible care 
has been taken to afford them protection. | 
cannot but lament, however, the causes, (sufti- 
cient, no doubt,) which have induced the with. 
drawing of so large a portion of the force. Re- 
cent events here have proved, that, if this was 
induced by the supposition that piracy was effec. 
tually put down, or that the force left was ade- 
quat® to restrain it, the opinion was erroneous 
and its consequences deplorabie.” : 


No. 6. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Randall tothe Secretary 
of State, dated Havana, Sept. 15, 1824. ' 

« The pirates at Key Sal, and to the Windward, 
have lately received an increase of numbers. 
which threatens to give more extension to their 
ravages. Several slave vessels, and others, were 
captured by a Colombian privateer, and their 
crews, to the number of 140 men, sent into Ma- 
tanzas. A large number of those desperadoes 
| stale boats, and left that place avowedly to join 
the pirates. ‘I'he vessels to which they belong- 
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, f war 
’ ier convoy of a French brig o . 
Seietes ante d aot attempt to afford them 


ich, however, di 
eo nctios This conduct of the French com- 


uch exasperated the Spaniards, aud 

r= ae much insieheed against the Freneh 
as they were before against the Americans aod 
English. Some of the owners of those vessels 

ly threaten reprisals, and say **<7 wi'l re 

openty t 
spect no fag ; in othe words, that they will turn 
piratee, and wake up their losses. 
_ Sewe persons have been lately arrested at or 
near Baya Honda, and sent in custody to this 
city, charged with being coucerned in the late 
piracies committed in that quarter. So.ve of them 
betony to Regla, a village in this harbour, which 
has ever been the head quarters of the pirates — 
he authorities of this Island have at length 
made a serious effort against the pirates. An ex 
pedition of launches and boats was prepared, and 
’ actually sailed, on the night of the 12th inst. op 
this service. Toconceal the design from the pi 
rates, an embargo was, on the 1) th, laid upon ali 
veasels and boats in this harbour, which was not 
raised until the 14th. But, as much time was 
consumed by their tardy preparations, and no 
other precautions taken to prevent ils being 
known, it is not to be doubted that the pirates 
have received, from their fellows hese, timely in- 
telligence of the movement. This new-born zeal 
of the authorities has excited sume surprise and 
speculation in this city. It is supposed to have 
[been] excited by the affair of the Brig Marte, 
mentioned in my last letter. The commandant 
of that vessel has himself reported to the Govern- 
ment his having fallea in with the pirates oil 
“Cayo Comfites,” or Sugar Key, and that he had 
treated with them under a flag of truce, not leei 
ing strong enough to attack them. ‘This dis 
graceful affair has thrown such contempt on the 
flag of Spain, and its authorities, that Govera- 
ment is now incited to attempt something effectu 
al. The present expedition, is, however, the 
subject of derision in this city, and, from its com 
positiun, promises nothing but failure and dis- 
grace. I anticipate better results from two other 
expeditions, which will be on the same service 
‘Thracian, which sailed the 13th ‘to The “wind- 
ward, on a cruise against the pirates. The other 
has been fitting out at Key West for some day- 
past, and has, ere this, | hope, fallen in with the 
party at Sugar Key.” 


No. 7. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Randall to the Secre- 
tary of state. dated Havana, 3\st October, 1824. 


* My former letters contain all the cases of pi- 
racy which have come to my knowledge since 
my residence at this place, and I regret I have 
to add tu the black catalogue some recent instan- 
ces, marked with a degree of cruelty, so wanton 
and atrocious, as to be peculiar even in the annals 
of this most oarbarous warfare. Several Ameri 
can vessels were Captured avout the 20:hinstan:, 
near Viatanzas, by a large launch from Rezia 
their crews ail murdered, with the exception o! 
one seaman, and the vessel burnt. —T'wo of the 
vessels are known, viz the Laura Ann and thx 
Morning Star, both of New-York, the latter sup 
posed’ to have been bound to New Orleans with 
passengers. From the first named vessel one sea 
man eacaped, by secreting himself under the car- 
go, when his companions were murdered. ‘I'he 
pirates. after setting fire to the vessel, deserted 
her, when this seaman escaped by swimming to 
the shore. Hereached Matanzas, and haa there 
given a detail of the horrid affair. A piratica 
heat, belonging to Regla, was, the next day, cap- 
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tured by the boats of the Unifed States’ schooner 
Porpoise, and isthe saine which made the above 
captures. Her crew, unforunately, escaped to 
the shore at 

The boat, and the articles which it contained, 
gave bloody evideaces of the tragical scenes 
which bad been acted by its crew. Many suits 
of clothes were found on board, bloody and piére 
ed with hules, through which their untortunate 
wearers had been stabbed. Some of them, partly 
worn, belonged to females. 

ibe pirates are known to have remained to- 
yether. and to have slept the ensuing night in a 
uouse on the shore near » Without molesta- 
tion, although (he blaze of the vessel which they 








on the shore, in whuse view the pirates landed 


ceived a letter from Matanzas, of the same tenor 
his letter bas been sent to the Captain Genera 
vn bi. application. 


—————— 
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vurot, the pursuit of their vessel by the boats of| forts of the authorities and people of this island 
ibe Porpoise, were all distinctly seen by the people|to extirpate it. ‘The authorities cannot restraig 


(hose facts | have just heard from a respectable | acterized as he is for firmness and moral cou 
pi rson trom Matanzas, and “ir. Mountain has re-|feels his power too precarious, at this crisis, to 


A full detail of the affair, has, no doubt, beeo|served to display in full relief the weakness of the 


sent to the United States by the naval officers and| government, and to afford another argument of 
the consular agents on that station. Other vessels|security to the pirates. The unprincipled and 
are missing, and are sup, osed to have shared the| wicked have obtained the complete ascendency, 


same fate. From the evidence of the seaman o 


resistance, and offered nothing to excite their cu 
pidity, but perpetrated it with the most refinec 
and cruel tortures they couldinvent. It is an im 


the Laura Ann, above refered to, it appears that|the criminals. In such a state of things, the pi- 
the pirates were not conteut with simply puiting| rates must be pursued by foreign forces into their 
to death the crew of that vessel, which made no|retreats on land, and this community coerced by 


portant fact, also, in this case, that the fate of the| this island be occupied by a foreign force, and 


Laura Aon was known at this place, through the|that the sword of justice be wrested from the 






could have been received, from 


iene of ac 
tion, through any other medium. 


first ac 


inade by me, as to its authority, | was answered 


means of the pirates themselves, more than 24|hands of those who have proved themselves un- 
hours before any regular  teom tigen had, or} worthy or too weak to wield it. Pardon me, sir, 
count came from Regla, and when inquiries were|tunity of zeal. ‘To be here on the spot, to wit- 


“that it was undoubtedly true, for it came from|ier upon the unarmed citizens of friendly nations 
Regla, and might, therefore, be relied upon as of 


ficial.” One other circumstance convinces me}|in, and countenanced by numbers, and viewed 


that the first account myst_have been communi 
erates in Regla. It is this: it was first reporter 
here that every man on board had been put t 
death. ‘This the pirates certainly must have be 
lieved to be the ease, from the care they took t: 


sealed the fate of all on board, and thus they re 
ported it 


intelligence ou the subjed. 
l: will thus be seen, 
continues to be perpetr 
with a savage ferocity, 
Uf the numerous captues, the particulars of 
viich are knowa, the indteriminate murder of al} 
on board, appears to be the settled purpese of 
‘hose remorseless villaing It is painful to re- 
fl ct upon the numbers may have fallen vic- 
‘;ms to the same fate, bul whose tragical story 
may be buried in the oceh with their mangied 
vodies. tt is now obvious that piracy has found 
~» congenial a soil, has giwn to so fearful an ex 
tent, and is so deeply rox 
require the efforts of all 
‘radicate it. Piracy, wi 
vrolific parent of this 
now reigns io full ficent sness, and defies, as 
well the sauction of law, § the impotent arm of 
governnieat. ‘These crimelhave become the sel 
thed. javeterate habit and ccupation of a large 
portion of the people of te island. The thirs: 




























the slave trade, (the 
many other crimes, ) 
















for illicit gain has displace all desire for fair and 
[4p 


effect it; and that the burning of the vessel had 


at this horrible crime 
ed to an extent, and 
ver before equalled — 


ne publication in the National G iladé 

; ‘ The escape of the seaman was noi| phia, of the 17th September saad wt - — 
known until the arrival ¢f the steam boat fro:n ast, which | have 
Matanzas brought the firt authentic and certain 





pring, the vessel 
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quisitions; and familiarity with neces 
nage, has stifled the voies ime "*’° it 
of humanity and remorse. wnt 
cause, in which not only individual property and touching 
lives, toa fearful aggregate, are jeopardied, b Me ae bh 
even the honour of nations and the cause of ¢i on the 89 
itization are at stake. It cannot be endured, that exposed 
this band of remorseless wretches should be) Senos | 
fered longer to cumber the earth. The robberies and, for 
and cruelties of the Barbary States, which have om er 
30 often roused all Christendom to arms, were al 
irifling in extent and ferocity, compared with time 
those of the pirates of Cuba. It is in vain for Serve OP 
commercial nations to rely for security upog ri 4 | 
mere preventive measures at sea, or uon the ef. eg 
ly less it 
-|if they would. Even the present Goverfor, char. repay 
eifect of 
-| venture upon the measures of rigour and severity cane pe 
1) essential to its suppression. The ridiculous is- pa a 
sue of the late expedition from this port, has only sy a 
mon se 
ed its ¢ 
benetit 
ijand the honest few dare not denounce or pursue wae 
‘9 
ly desig 
shews 
-|a severe and just retribution to aid in ejeetin shoes Ot 
1} those miscreants from its bosom. The cause pray 
-|justice and humanity will require that parts of pm w 
evident 
freigbte 
in the 
if, on this subject, | suffer my feelings to lead me I S 
-jinto too great a warmth of expression, or impor- apedl 
.| ness those horrid scenes of devastation and mur- ac 
to know that these savage acts are participated VCoitl 
-| with a frigid indifference by the whole communi- pens ote 
1 latiy remise fe ec cceap cm tatand shames fm touche 
measures of prevention and pun- from o' 
Seta ge but excite the most lively indig- and th 
nation a e i i 
tried ie and the most intense anxiety vata) 
On this subject, I beg leave to refer you toa be se: f 
cie, a 
oa. ae Unite: 
Just read, and which presents a most li cpare 
faithful picture of thie erlene in Caba. Thinpieen trust | 
has excited much sensation at this place, and the upoa 
entire accuracy of its details, and the profound tion, | 
and just views which it exhibits of the causes, lives 
nature, and extent of this crime, are borne testi- those 
mony to by every intelligent man with whom I ome | 
| lave conversed on the subject. | beg leave to ed; | 
refer to this account. — writer of which 1 know Ame 
not.) as developing fully and more ably than E vem 
could myself do, ny views upon this subject. cacy. 
_[ take the liberty to add some remarks on the nant 
disposition and conduct of the naval forces of the be 
United States on this station, which were design- the « 
ed to be employed in the suppression of piracy. It this. 
13 here a matter of common observation znd com- pres 
plaint, that the anti-piratical squadron has effeet- rigid 
ed nothing against the pirates commensurate with poie 
its numbers and force, durirg the iast six months. tivel 
his has not been owing to the want of zeal, of 
enterprize, or courage, on the part of our offices 
aod seamen actually engaged in this pursuit, but Joh 
‘o their diversion to other objects, incompatible 
with the efficient performance of this highly im- 
portant service. Since the s 
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have been dispersed on various services remoie 
from this island, which they have merely mate a 
touching point ‘in transitu,” without remaining 
Jong evough to make any permanent impression 
on the syatem. For a considerable time, the most 
exposed part of this coast, at the most dangerous 
seasun, Was not visited by a single vessel of war. 
aod, for a stili longer time, by none but the small- 
est aud most inefficient. 

The temporary cessation of piracies some 
time before, caused by the presence of a larg: 
force on the coast, seems to have induced a de 
lusive and fatal opinion, that the evil was extin- 
guished, and to have led to the diversion of too 
Jarge a portion of the force, to objects of infinite- 
ly less pecuniary, and of scarcely any national 
importance. If allude to the carrying of specie 
for our merchants in vessels of war, the whole 
eifect of which is to give a trifling premium of 
jnsurauce to one class of the community, which 
would otherwise be paid to another class. In de- 
pouncivg this practice as detrimental to the best 
interests of the nation, 1 but repeat the com- 
mon sentiment of every man who has witness- 
ed its effects during the past summer. Ii! the 
benefit to commerce, by this medium, for the 
transportat: . of specie, be of sufficient impor- 
tance, it may be effected by vessels especial- 
ly designated for that purpose. But experience 
shews that the suppression of piracy and the 
transportation of specie, on the late system, are 
incompatible. ‘The first alone is more than suf- 
ficient to occupy all the time and energies of any 
force we can detach for that service. [t must be 
evident, that officers arriving here, their vessels 
freighted with large sums of money, deliverable 
in the United States or elsewhere, for which 
they have signed bills of lading, and on which 
insurance has been effected by all parties for their 


respective interests, have contracted obligations, | enriching themselves by plundering the Ameri- 


always embarrassing, acd frequently directly ad- 
verse to the performance of some important ser- 
vice. Such has been the predicament of many 
vessels of the United States, designed to protect 
our trade against the pirates, which have mere! 
touched at this Island, ta their voyages to an 
from other islands out of the sphere of piracy, 
and the ports of the Gulf of Mexico, the usual 
termini of those cruizes. They stop at the larger 
poris of this island barely time enough to take in 
water, aud other supplies, to Jand or receive spe- 
cie, and then, after a long cruize, retura to the 
United States, their usefulness limited to the 
convoying of a few vessels from the coast. I 
trust the notoriety of the practice here, its effects 
upoa the character of the navy. and of the na- 
tion, and more especially upon the property and 
lives of our citizens, will be sufficent to justily 
suggestions. | am aware t 
cate haaieas, and not lightly or rashly to be touch. 
ed; but | should illy di-eharge my duty ae an 
American eitizen, and as an officer of the Go- 
vernment, if, from an ill-timed or fastidious deli- 
cacy, | omitted to denounce a practice so preg- 
nant with mischief. , 
Lam happy to add, that Captain Kennedy, and 
the officers pow on this station, discountenance 
this practice ; and that both their conduct and 
proceedings are entirely conformable to the most 
rigid dictates of duty. ‘be Hornet, the Por- 
poise, and some of the smaller vessels, are ac- 
tively engaged in the pursuit of the pirates. 


ee 


No. 8. 
acting as Consul, to John War- 
Consul U S. dated 

Havana, July 5th, 1824. 


My Dear Sie: I am sorry to ioform you that 


John Mountain Esq. 
ner, Esq. 


‘hie quarter, the pirates have again commenced 
‘heir diabolical depredations on our commerce on 
inis side of the island. 

‘I'be brig Castor, of Portland, Capt. Hood, from 
thence bound to Matanzas, was, On the Ist inst. 
in the bay of Matanzas, boarded by a boat with | 
seven men, armed with muskets, carbines, swords, | 
pistols and knives, who ordered the Captain to) 
tuke the vessel out; when, aller beating the mas- | 
ter most cruelly, and driving the crew below, | 
brought the vessel to anchor in the port of Es. | 
coudido, where they robbed her of every thing | 
portable on board; the captain arrived here on 
the next day. 

The brig John, of Portland, has arrived at Ma- 


except the lumber on board by those marauders ; 
the masier and crew have been all treaied in a 
very cruel manner. The pirates now boast that 
they have nothing to lear, as the United States’ 
squadror has left the station. 

A number of American vessels are loaded and 
ready for sea, at Matanzas, but dare not prose- 
cute their voyage, feartul of being overtaken by 
those worst of enemies. 

Several vessels in this port are ready for sea, 
but are fearful of the consequences of going out 


that some one of the squadron may come in to 
afford them protection. What has become of the 
squadron, and whether it is employed as direct 

ed by the act of Congress, appears to be the gen- 
eral inquiry, Indeed, | am unable to give a dis- 
tinct answer to these questions. | have only to 
join in the general lamentations that this coast is 
entirely neglected, unprotected, and our com 

merce and citizens left completely at the mercy 
and entire controul of a set of cut throats, who 
boast and rejoice at the favourable opportunity of 


cans. 

The Betsey, Done, a brig bound to Matanzas, 
has also been robbed, near Matanzas, of all that 
part of her cargo consisting of provisions, clothes, 


eaile -» 


the possession of the pirates at this time, but of 
this 1 have nocertain information. 1 mention it 
as rumour, but am feartul it may be true. I am, 
my dear sir, your very obedient servant, 

JOHN MOUNTAIN. 


—— 


No. 9. 


Extract of a letter from Mr, Mountain to Mr. 
Warer. 


HavamM, Ociober 30th, 1824. 
‘“ Herewith accompan/ing, | have given youa 


hat it is a deli-|fong extract of a letter fom Mr. Lattin, of Ma-) 


tanzas. Itisalamentatte fact that, unless some 
efficient measures are taien by our government 
to put a stop to the pigae*. Our poor countrymen 
must suffer; it is t ® our trade has not been 
protected on this side o Cuba, since early last! 
apring ; our men of wathave, it is certain, ovca 
sionally been here, andoff here on their way to, | 
or from, the ports in thebay of Mexico, carrying | 
freight. A thirst for maing money prevails with | 
others as well ae those the Island of Cuba.” | 
Nc 10. 

Mr. Mountain, acting Cnsul of the United States 

at Havana. to MrWVarner, the Consul. 


Hava, October 30th, 1824. 


My Dear@ir: Hewith | have the pleasure 


to hand you the latest eekly report. 
Piracies have agaiicommenced on, or near 





in consequence of the absence of our squadron io 
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the shores of Cuba, ten-alarming degree. ‘The 
152 


tanzas, afier having been robbed of every thing | 


to sea; they prefer waiting afew days, hoping | 


3 mansero- A 4 - : 
Some two or tbree others are reported to be in | | 








following is an extract of a letier from Mr. Lat 
(io, with Whom you are acquainted, dated 


“ Maranzas, 27th October, 1824. 
“J am sorry to say ihe pirates have committéil 
the most horrid depredations tast ‘Thursday avd 
Friday betwWeen thisand your port. he Laura 
nn, of New-York, belonging 4a Griswold, of 
that place, from Montevideo, with a eafgo-et jerk - 


ed beel, was taken, all the crew except ove hung, 


the vessel set on fire, when Jack, who had iid 
|away amongst the beef, crawled out, jemped 
| Overboard, and got ashore; he preseated bimeself 
here ou Moaday morning, in a state of oudily, 
| notable to waik. He states that they first bung 
the Captain, then the second mate, layed thea 
ou the quarter deck, talked as if they did not in- 
tend to is jure the sailors, but drove them into the 
forecastie, and were taken up one by one, and he 
bad proof of their experiencing the same fate, 
which indaced bim to hide bimself amongst the 
beel; they searched for him with a light, some 
sayiug todos had been hung, and others declaring 
uno mas. ‘The fact ia, they were determined, if 
|nut hung, he should be roasted; accordingly, set 
fire avatt to the vessel; after ascending: on 
deck, be could see the dead bodies laying amongst 
the flames on the qnarter deck; took his station 
op the bowsprit, aod fell to praying; they hav- 
|ing thrown beel overboard, the sharks were io 
| abundance, which held poor Jack mighty uneasy, 
| he preferred the risk of the watery enemy to the 
| lames, and let himself down by a rope, when two 
| sharks took him under their protection, swim- 
| ming alongside of him, so as occasionally to be 
_in his way; so soon as he got to the rocks, they 
tacked ship and left him. Jack has some confi- 
dence io prayers ; this took place just at dark, the 
burning of the brig gave light to see his com- 
panions on his way ashore, which was about 20 
rods; alter resting awhile, he looked out fora 
| hole to pass the aight; he found one with sundry 
goods in it, which induced him to clear out, and 
proceed from the scene of horrour; he represents 
having fell in with several deposites of goods.— 


; 1 hope they 
may succeed in getiing some ol the plunder. Juck 
says a brig was taken on Friday morning, and a 
schooner in the afternoon, by the same party; 
‘the boat is a schooner of about 25 to 30 hogs- 
heads; was taken on Friday by the boats of the 
| Porpoise, off Cawarioco, loaded with clothing, &c. 
three American colours, six compasses, five quad- 
rants, &c. the crew all escaped on shore. Mr. 
| Smith, from Camarioca, came in last night; was 
with all the English families on the beach ; heard 
' the firing, aod afterwards that 13 armed men had 
gone to a small estate and demanded food ; the 
Captain of the Partido got out his forces, but none 
were taken. We judge upwards of thirty lives 
were sacrificed from the three vessels taken ; the 
letter bag of the brig morning Star, of New- 
| York, was 6a board the piratical boat. Hf some 
eflicient measures are not taken by foreign na- 


} aot ewe hime the D ace-* " 
taking Jaek to survey the premises 


‘tions, we may say, shake hands Algiers, aml! ac- 


knowledge the buecaniers of Cuba to be your su- 
periors in barbarity. ‘be subject of this is an 


insult on our Government, and, if Commodore 


| Porter does not be prevailed on to believe the, 


coasts of Cuba are not quite cleared of pirates, 
we may expect to hear of many tragical cases 
shortly.” 

The foregoing account, | have no doubt, is 
strietly true. 

His Excellency sent for, and obtained Mr. Lat- 


'tin’s letter twice Yesterday aod this day, for bis 
| perusal. 
We have some assaesinations end a few case 
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of fever, yet the subject of piracy occupies the 
attention of most people here with whom I mingle. 
JOHN MOUNTAIN. 
Joun Warner, 
Consul of the U. S. at Cuba, now in Baltimore. 


No. 1. 

Extract of « letter from Mr.- Mountain, Consular 
Agent of the United States at Havana, dated 25:h 
November, 1824, to Mr. Randall, at Washing- 

“ton, 


“Piracies are not at an end: we learn, via 
Nassau, that the Brig Edward, of New-York, 
Dillingham, master, from France, has been taken 
by the pirates on the 15th day of October, off 
Cape Maise, by four boats, manned by Spaniards, 
The captain and crew were murdered, except the 
Superdargo and three men, who made their es 
cape in an opeu boat, and, after fifleen days’ ex- 
posure, landed in a small key near ‘Curks Island, 
and from thence were taken to Nassan, New Pro- 
vidence.” 


No. 12. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Nelson, Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary U. S. at Madrid, to the Secretary of 
State, dated 

; Mapatp, Sept, 11th, 1824. 
“In pursaance of my intention, expressed in 

a late despatch, | have prepared and presented to 

the Spanish Government a note concisely re- 

capituluting the communications on the most im- 

portant subjects of my correspondence with it. 

These are, the murder of Lieutenant Cocke ; the 

piracies by the vessels from Cuba ; and the cap 

tares by the privateers from Porto Rico and Por- 
to Cabello.” 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Nelson, Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States to Madrid, to Mr. 
Salazar, Secretary of State, dated 

Maprutp, September 7, 1824. 
The undersigned, the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the ‘United States of America, begs leave to 


aall the t ti i i j ’ » 
ernment’ Hention of h BSrtholic Majesty's Gor: 


est to the United States, on which the applications 
heretofore maile by the undersigned, have failed 
to arouse the attention, or to obtain the slightest 
mark of regard from his Catholic Majesty. ‘The 
undersigned, from delicacy to the Sovereigu ol 
Spain, whom he found, on his presentation, occu- 
pied in the re-establishment of the affairs of the 
kingdom, just emergiog from the confusion inci- 
dent to a state of war, has forborne to urge, with 
the vehement pressure whieh his instructions 
from his Government would seem to require, the 
decisions of Spain on the several reclamations 
which were tong time since presented by the un- 
dersigned to bis Catholic Majesty’s Secretary of 
State 

On the 10th day of Januury last, the under- 


signed had the honour to address the Secretary of 


State of hisyCatholic Majesty, a reclamation on 
the part of his Government, in behalf of its citi 
zena injured by the illegal and piratical conduct 
of the subjects of his Catholic Majesty in the 
Weat Ladian seas. It was represented that pro- 
perly toa very large amount had been captured 
‘and sent into the ports of his Catholic Majesty 


jn his American possessions, in many instances 
acainst all law-and justice, by pirates, who, af- 
ter committing the most atrocious and nefarious 
deeiis, sought and found shelter and asylam in 
the islands, and often in the most cowspicaous 
ports and harbours, with the fruits and profits of 
In many instances these 
atrocities were perpretrated, not less in defiance 


their inhuman outrages. 


under colour of authority, bat whose 


= 


pered 


has never been justified ; and which, if 


could never sanction these transactions, marked 


by acharacter of piracy and rapacity which no 
commission could justily. In the cases of rob- 

beries committed by the Spanish vessels, acting as 
pirates, the American property, thus plundered, 
was often carried inio the ports of Cuba, and es- 
pecially of the Havana, and there, in the most 
open and daring manner, exposed to sale in the 
view of the local authorities, uarestrained and un- 

cheeked by their slightest interference. American 
citizens have seen their property thus vielently 
and feloniously taken from them, offered to sale 
in open market, without the protection of the lo- 
cal Government in the assertion of their rights. 
and deterred from the vindication of their just 
claims by the fullest conviction that they would 
find no support in the Government of the island, 
but would meet, in all probability, as the requitai 
of their temerity, the fiend-like vengeance of the 
murderous assassin. In other instances, where 
the property of the American citizen has been 
captured under the colour of authority in the ves- 
sel making the capture, the conduct of the cap- 
tors has beenscarcely less flagrant than that prac- 
tised by the pirates. Oftentimes has the booty 
found in the American vessel been partitione:! 
among the plunderers without going into port, 
and distributed without legal adjudication by 
these lawless robbers; aod when carried, occa 

sionally, into port, a secret, unknown, and unfre- 
quented port has been resorted to, where law and 
justice were disregarded, and where every means 
of obtaining right was denied to the parties con- 
cerned ; unapprised of the proceedings; and not 
permitted to avail themselves of the customary 
means of vindication. In the prosecution of these 
felonious practices, American citizens have been 
seized and thrown into prison, and there cruelly 
detained, often in a horrible state of suffering, al- 
most without the indispensable necessaries for 
buman subsistence. In some instances, their 
property, which the merciless captors bad spared, 
#¥A TS" such an extent, that, When the thot Rid; 
to which it had been subjected had terminated. 
even in their favour, the subject of controversy 
couid no longer be found. ‘Thus has every epe- 
cies of abuse oi the rights of persons and of proper 
ty of American cilizens been practised in these 
regions. ‘The local authorities have been appeal 

ed to in vain. ‘Che Government of Spain ha- 
been appealed to, as yet, without effect. The 
reclamations are again rmewed—the patience ol 
the American Governmé@t is tried to its fullest 
extent of sufferance—anj the day is probably not 
very distant when the jecessity of warding off 
these reiterated and aggrvated injuries, and the 
obligation of doing juste to its citizens, may 
compel the Goverument>f the United States to 
resort to measures of a fore efficient character 

for prevention of injury. a e redresa of wrongs. 
‘This interesting subjeet las already claimed the 
attention of the Legislatile Councils of the na- 
tion. ‘They have hithem forberne to recom- 
mend the adoption of mepures of reprisais, from 
a desire to manifest theirjriendly dispositions tu 
His Catholic ‘iajesty, ad from the bope, that 
the reclamations, long sce presented by thei: 

Minister near this Court, wild speedily receive at- 
tention, and be followed wh bis Majesty’s answer 
and determination on thq¢ important questions 

At no very distaat periodthese councils will, in 
the regular course of theitproceedings, be again 
assembled at the seat of thnationa) government, 
when, doubtiess, this subje¢ will aBain be reviv- 

ed by then ; and such meures as the existing 

















of righband, justice, by persons pretending to act 


[144] 


evils, and the disregard onhe part of His Majes- 
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demands hithert 






























































































where the appropriate and specific redress de- 
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ty of the hitherto presented by thy el AE 
American Minister, will form with them vA ag. fae than the ¢ 
able arguments for the adoption of ‘a _more eff, , at this 
“lent sates of ey ap olicy. The ler, _ The “ 
signed has present iffer peals to the Me Excelle 
Government of His Catholic Mejesty. the; th BB these app! 
-ubjeets of complaint which have arisen from the Mm bow fat 
misconduct of His Majesty’s officers and subjects HE ous intert 
in his ultramarine possessions. One of the mogt fm ted Stale 
prominent and aggravated was the sacrifice of q HB may be ‘ 
gallant officer of the Americad navy, whilst peace, e evel 
ably entering the port of St. John, in Porto jesty’s be 
who was most wantonly and treacherously mur, je dress Of | 
dared by a gun from the fort, fired by the order HM tion @ 
of the officer at that time in command, in the abe 9 may be! 
sence of the Governor. In this instance, the giding, t 
American Government demands that this subject HR cy, total 
snall be rigorously investigated, and an adequate Hi preserve 
punishment inflicted on the officer, by whose com- Hj become | 
nand thia outrage was perpetrated. The u 
An appeal has likewise been made to His Cath. JJ gost dis 
ic Majesty’s Government. Oa the subject of th bimeelf 
inultiplied piracies which have been committed Hi dient 8 
on the peaceable American commerce in To His 
West Indian seas, by vessels equipped, and 
ing from the ports of His Majesty’s possessions in 
hese regions, on which reiterated complaints 
nave been made to the local authorities, without | REPO 
effect ; and on which the interference of His Ma- 
jesty has been required, to compel those authori . 
ties to fulfil their duty in this regard, by effeetual 
«weasures for the suppression of the pirates, and The 
sy co-operating with the squadron of the United 
States, sent into those seas for the extirpation off solutior 
ihis scourge to the honest and lawful commerce Mim the sub 
of the whole civilized world. on the 
Another demand upon his Majesty’s Govern. — the 25 
ment has been made for indemnification Imm 
the enormous losses sustained by the Americanf™ 20th of 
citizens from the captures made by vessels pre- tional 
tending to act under commissions issved by agents HH the ve 
alleging to be authorized by His Catholic Ma- chased 
jesty. : placed 
T’he authority ‘o issue these commissions, has @ ter. ° 
peyer cen proved ; the right to issue them, on and H 
e€ priaciples avoweu, uf a paper blockade, without poise, 
adequate foree of an interdiction of all neutral Gal, j 
commerce, with the Ports of the Spanish main, or J one tr 
‘he alleged antient rights of Spain, over that differe 
country, bas always been resisted and protested On 
against, by all aeutral nations, and especially by Porte 
‘be United States, and relinquished by his majes- J ders ¢ 
ty’s officers in that region, and finally renounced is ano 
or abandoned by his majesty himself, in his.de- Th 
cree of December last, opening the commerce of forme 
ihese countries to all the world. On this subject, form: 
the undersigned, in obedience to instructions of the 4 
his Government, demanded that a just indemni- dent | 
fication should be made to all the American citi- him, 
zens, who bad suffered any lossin consequence of the | 
these illegal acts, done under colour and pretence pape 
of bis majesty’s authority, but really perpetrated ted ir 
in violation of all laws and justice, whose obliga- of D 
tion is acknowledged by all the civilized nations A 
of the world. have 
The release of all citizeas, and surrender of all far a 
American property, whose condition had not been retu 
changed, but was unjustifiably and illegally de- mit. 
iaimed, was also required. Alli 
_ The undersigned begs leave to present to his Gre 
xcellency this rapid and cursory skeich of the muc 
‘nost Important subjects of complaint, which he of t 
was instructed to press upon the Government of 1 
his Catholic Majesty ; he begs leave to refer his and 
Excellancy to the different notes presented by bar 
him, dated the 10th and 23d of January, and the the 
3d of February last, in which these grievances ly ¢ 
are more minutely and specially detailed, and bee 
wh 
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sanded, is more and at large stated 
,to recapitulate, ) 
@ to urge upon his 


rege an early answer (o 
ons, that his Govern may tearn 
clay the spirit and disposition of an harmoni- 
gus intercourse is reciprocated towards the Uni- 
ted States by his Catholic Majesty ; that they 
gay be confirmed in that opinion, which they 
pave ever entertained, that an appeal to bis ma 
sesty’s honouris ouly necessary, to obtain the re 
dress of grievances inflicted, without his sanc- 
tion and authority, and that the United States 
may be relieved from the painful necessity of de 
giding, that an appeal to a more tic poli 
cy, totally at variance with their ardent desire to 

serve harmony and avoid collision, is at length 
become absolutely and indispeosably uecessary. 

The undersigned tenders to his Excellency his 
most distinguished consideration, and subseribes 
himself his Excellency’s very humble and obe- 
dient servant, HUGH NELSON. 
T'o Bis Excellency Don Luis Mania ve 34LaGar, 

First Secretary of State of the 
Despatch, ad interim. 


= 
REPORT FROM THE NAVY DEPART- 
MENT. 


Nayy Derantment, January 12th, 1825. 

The Secretary of the Navy has the honour to 
present the following report, in answer to two re- 
solutions of the Senate of the United States, on 
the subject of piracies, one of which was passed 
on the 21st of December, 1824, and the other oo 
the 23d of the same month. 

Immediately after the passing of the law of the 
20th of December, 1822, * authorizing an addi- 
tional naval force for the suppression of piracy,” 
the vessels contemplated in that act were pur- 
chased and prepared for sea, and, with others, 
placed under the command of Captaip David Por 
ter. They consisted of the sloops John Adams 
and Hornet, the brig Spark, the schooners Por- 
poise, Grampus, Alligator, and Shark ; the Gea 
Ga'l, and eight émall schooners, five barges, and 
one transport ship all, seventeen vessels, ol 
different sizes, besides the barges. 

On the 14th day of February, 1823, Captain 
Porter. sailed from the United States, uader or- 
ders dated-ist of February, 1823, acopy of which 
is annexed to this report, and marked A. 

The manner in which Capi. Porter has per- 
formed the daty assigned to him, and the “ in- 
formation’”’ received from him, will be seen by 
the reports from this Department to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and communicated by 
him, .with his message, at the commencement of 
the last and present session of Congress; and by 
paper marked B, which was unintentionally omst 
ted in the report from this Department on the Ist 
of December last. 

All the vessels above enumerated, except four. 
have been uniformly employed in the object, sv 
far as their size and the necessity of occasions! 
returns: into port. for stores. and repairs would per- 
mit. Of the fourvessels above alluded to, tix 
Alligator and Wild Cat have been lost, and the 
Greyhound and Jackall were sold, “ being s« 
much out of repair that it was not ior the interes: 
of the United States to repair the same.” 

There are now employed in the West Indiec- 
and Gulf of Mexico, thirteen vessels and five 
barges ; and the frigate Constellation will join 
the squarron in alew days, her crew being uear- 
ly completed. The disposition of the force ha: 
been left principally to the commanding office: . 


=——_——_- 


and D, having been written in answer to letters 
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nee were required, : ir , was best able to juage of 
sitions ie which the vessels should ‘be a i 
aod the particular duties each should perform. 
The papers herewith trapsmitted, marked C 


from the Chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affaire of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, it appears to be pro- 
per te communicate them as part of the report 
irom this Department. 

. SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 
To the President of the United States. — 


A. 
Nayy Deranruent, February 1, 1823. 


Sin: You have been appointed to the com- 
mand. of a squadron, fitted out under an act of 
Congress of the 20th of December last, to cruise 
ia the West ladia seas and Gulf of Mexico, for 
the purpose of suppressing piracy, and affording 
effectual protection to the citizens and commerge 
of the United States. Your attegtion will also 
be extended to the suppression of the slave trade, 
according to the provisions of the several acts of 
Congress on that subject ; copies of which, and 
of the instructions heretofore given to our naval 
commanders thereon, are berewith sent to you. 
While it is your duty to protect our commerce 
against all unlawful interruption, and to guard 
the rights, both of person and property, of the 
citizens of the United States, wherever it shall 
uecome necessary, you will observe the utmost 
caution not to encroach upon the rights of oth- 
ers; and should you, at any time, be brought ia- 
to discussion or collision, with any foreign pow- 
er, in relation to such rights, it will be expedient 
and proper that the same should be condueted 
with as much moderation and forbearance, as is 
consistent with the honour of your country, and 
the just claims of its citizens. Should you, in 
your cruize, fall in with any foreign naval foree, 
engaged in the suppression of piracy, it is deasira- 
ble that harmony and a good understanding should 
be cultivated between you ; and you will do ev- 
ery thing on your part that accords with the hon 
our of the Auretival Dag, tv Promote thic cbjoot 
30 s00n as the vessels at Norfvulk shall be ready 
ior sea, you will proceed to the West Ladies, by 
such route as you shall judge best for the purpose 
of effecting the object of your cruise. You will 
establish at Thompson’s Island, usually called 
Key West, a depot, and fand the ordnance and 
aarines to protect the stores and provisions ; if. 
however, you shall find any important objection 
to this place, and a more suitable and convenient 
one can be found, you are at liberty to select it as 
a depot. 

You will announce your arrival and object to 
the authorities, civil and military, of the island of 
Cuba, and endeavour to obtain, as far as shall be 
wacticable, their co-operation, or at least their fa- 
vourable and friendly support.giving them the most 
unequivocal assuranee, that your sole object is 
the destruction of pirates. ‘The system of pira- 


particularly. those most exposed, will afford all 
means in their power for their suppression, 
Pirates are considered, by the law of nations, 
the enemies of the human race. It is the duty 
of all nations to put them down; and none who 
respect their own character or interest, will refuse 
to do 1t, much less afford them an asylum and pro- 
tection. The nation that. makes the greatest 
exertions to suppress such bandittiy has the great. 
est merit. In making sich exertions, It>trec« 
tight to the aid of every other power, to the ex- 
tent of its means, and to the enjoyment, under iis 
sanction, of all its rights in the pursuitof the object. 
In the case of belligerents, where the army of 
One party enters the territory of a neutral power, 
the army of the other has a right to follow it 
there. Inthe case of pirates. the right of the 
armed force of one power to follow them into the 
territory of another, is more complete. In regard 
to pirates, there is no peutral party, they being 
the enemies of the human race ; all nations are 
parties against them, and may be considered ag 
allies. The object and intention of our Govern- 
ment is, to respect the feelings as well as the 
rights of others, both io substance and in form, 
in all the measures which may be adopted io ac- 
complish the end in view. Should, therefore, 
the crews of any vessels which vou hiave seen eu- 
gaged in acts of piracy, or which you haye just 
cause to suspect of being of that character, re- 
treat into the ports, harbours, or settled parts of 
the island, you may enter, in pursuit of them, 
such ports, harbours, and settled parts of the 
country, for the purpose of aiding the focal au- 
thorities, or people, as the case may be, to seize 
and bring the offenders to justice, previously giv- 
ing notice that this is your sole object. 

Where a government exists, and is_ felt, you 
will, im all instances, respect the local authorities, 
and only act ia aid of, and co-operation with 
them ; it being the exclusive purpose of the Uni- 
ted States to suppress piracy, an object in which 
all nations are equally interested ; and, inthe ac- 
complishinent of which,the Spanish authorities and 
people will, it is presumed, cordially co-operate 
with you. if, in the pursuit of pirates, foundat sea, 
they shall retreat into the unsettled parts of the 
islands, or foreign territory, you are at liberty to 
pursue them, so long only as there is reasonable 
prospect of being able to apprehend them; and 
in no case are you at liberty to pursue and appre- 
hend any one, after having been forbidden so té 
do by competent authority of the local govern- 
ment. And should you, on such pursuit, appre- 
hend any pirates upon land, you will deliver thear 
over to the proper authority, to he dealt with ac- 
cording to law, and you will furnish such evi- 
dence as shall be in your power, to prove the of. 
fence alleged against them. Should the loce! au 
thorities refuse to receive and prosectie! such 
persons, so apprehended, on your (urnishing,them 
with reasonable evidence of their guilt, you will 
then keep them, safely and securely, on board 
some of the vessels under your ¢ mmand, and 





cy which has grown up in the West Indies, has 
»bviously arisen from the war between Spain and 
the new Governments, her late provinces, in this 
‘uemisphere, and from the limited force in the is 
‘ands, and their spare population, many portions 
uf each being entirely vninhasijed and desolate. 
to which the active authority of the Government 
does oot extend. It is undersood thal establish- 
ments have been made by pajties of those ban 
ditti, in those uninhabited jarts to which they 
carry their plunder, and cetreatin.time of danger 
it. cannot be presumed that he goverument of 
ny island wil! afford apy prolection or counte 
since to such robbers. It may, on the contrary, 





who, being being in fi region where its servi 
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| unfidently be erat that allgoveraments, and 
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report, withoutdelay, to this Department, the pare 
ticular Circumstances of such cases. Great edin- 
plaints are made of the interruption and injury to 
our commerce, by privateers fitted out from Span- 
ish ports. You will endeavour to obtain, from 
the Spanish authorities, a list of the vessels so 
commissioned.and ascertainhow farthey have bean 
instructed to intercept our trade with Mexico and 
the Colomijiaa Republic, impressing upov them, 
that, according to the well setifed rule of the law f 
nations, the United States will not consider any 
portion of Coast upon the Gulf of Mexieo, as le- 
gally blockaded, except where a navalforce is 
staioned, suslicieat to carry into effeet the block - 





ading order or decree ; and that this Government 
[159] 
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dues not require the right or authority of Spain 
to interdict, or interrupt our commerce with any 
portion of the Coast included within the Colom- 
biao Republic or Mexican government, not actu- 
ally blockaded by a competent force. 

All the United States’ ships and vessels of war 
in the West Indies, of whieh a@ fist 18 herewith 
enclosed, are placed ander your command, and 
you will. distribute them to such stations as 
etal appear to you best calculated to afford com- 
plete protection to our commerce, in which you 
will embrace the object of protecting the convoy 
of specie from Vera Cruz, and the Mexicao 
Coast, generally, to the United States. Keep one 
vessel ul least upon this s rvice, to be at or near 
Vera Cruz during the healthy season of the year, 
and to be relieved as oceasion shall require, both 
for convoy of trav’e, and to bring specie to the 
United States, confining the transportation to the 
United States only. You will be particularly and prisoners. 1 have the bonour to be, respect- 
watchful to preserve the health of the officers and | f@ily, Sir, your obedieut servant, 
crews under your command, and to guard, in eve- | . CH. W. SKINNER. 
ry possible manner, against the unhealthiness of ‘To the Hon. Samvex L. Sovurnaagp, 
the climate, not permitting any intercourse with | Secretary of the Navy, Washington City. 
the shore where the yellow fever prevails, except | —_— 
in cases of absolute necessity. 

Wishing you good health, and a_ successful 
cruise, | am, very respectinily, your obedient ser- I deliver to your Excellency three men, cap- 
vant, SMITH ‘THOMPSON, | tured by a detachment of my boats, a lew days 
Com. Davin Porter, | since, under circumstances justilying a beliel of 

Com’ ng U. §. Naval Force, West Indies. | their having committed piracy. An armed schoon- 

; _— |er was also captured, which the prisoners claim 

B. | as their property, alleging, in expianation, that 
Copy of a letter from Lieut. C. W. Skinner, com-| their vessel had been forcibly seized by armed 
mander of the U.S. Schooner Porpoise, enclosing | men, and, in exchange, they had received from 
copies of the correspondence referred to in the | the pirate his vessel, with a promise to retura in 
letter. U.S. Schooner Porroise, | afew days, and restore their original property ; 
Matanzas, 24th October, 1824. under this expectation they were anxiously await- 

Sin: T have the honour to inform you that, af- | ing her arrival. Fortunately for bumanity, my 
ter leaving the convoy from Havana, 1 stretched | boats encountered her : from the quantity of cloth- 
in for this port, where I auchored on the evening | ing, goods, and wautical instraments found on 
of the 18th. On inquiry, | was informed no pira | board, she must have robbed several vessels, and, 
cies had been recently committed in this vicinity. | from stains of blood on clothes, &c. most prova- 
[, however, determined tv despatch the boats se-| bly murdered the unfortunate people who felt in- 
cretly from the harbour, and examine the adjacent | to their hands. We found on board, also, three 
bays and inlets. Onthe nighf of the 19th, Lf ploced | sets of American colours. ‘hese enormiies cuit 
them under the command of Lieut, Huater, and | loudly for punishment. It affords me pleasure to 
acting Lieut. Johnson, with orders to examine | deliver these people to your Exceliency, as lam 
about point Yeacos, Sewappa bay,and Camarioca, | well persuaded, from your well known regard to 
places long notorious as a retreat for pirates. On justice, they will meet the punishment due their 
the evening of the 22d, Lieut. Hunter returned | crimes. 
with a piratical schooner of one carriage gun, one} If your Excellency will inform me when you 
new American cutter, and two other boats ; one, | will receive them, they shall be landed under an 
having three men on board, he captured in Se- | escort. 

Wappa bay. Every appearance justified the sus-| 1 enclose to your Excellency the papers found 
picion of piracy. The persons informed Lieut. | on board ; and have ‘he honour to be, respecttui- 
Hunter their vessel had been taken by armed ly, your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

men; ife hoat they were in given in exchange, | C. W. SKINNER, 
witha promise of returning in a lew days and re- | T’o his Exe’y Don Cecetio Avinior, 

storing their vessel. ‘The next day, off Camario- | Governor of Matanzas. 
ea, Lieut. Hunter discovered a suspicious schoon- | —eey 

er standing to sea, in chase of a vessel in sight.| 1 have just received your statement of this day, 
On his approach, the schooner tacked, and made | relative to the cajture of @ small vessel, whose 
for the shore, closely pursued by the boats. The | crew ran to the sea shure, suspected. with, much 
crew abandoned the vessel, and fled to the wood | reason, to be pirates, not only on account of their 
where they were sought for in vain; she proved | fight and equipment, but of some crimes com- 
to be a pirate, mounting one gun, and small arins.| mitted by them; in consequence thereof, | will 
From the number of nautical instruments, trunks | give my orders toreceive on the wharf, at tour 
of clothing, rigging, and sails, with three sets of | o’clock in the afterkoon, the three men which you 
American colours, found on board, she must have | captured, and that jou promised to remit me. 1 
robbed several vessels. From stains of blood hope that to-morrww, between ten and eleven, 
on the clothes, and other articles on board, I fear | you will have the lindness to send to this Go 
the uniortunate persons to whom they belooged, | vernment the office and marine guards that join- 
must have been murdered. No papers were dis-| ed in the cajture of the vessel, to hear their res 
covered which could lead to the name of the ves-| pective information. as the beginning of the sum- 
sel or vessels captured ; several articles of cloth | mary. 1. bope, als. that, for their examination, 
ing wore marked “Captain Shaw,” a number’ you will plese send the. clothes stained with 
with the initials + A. 5.” A bag on board was _ blood, and other articles ad arma, all of which 
lettered “ prig Morning Star’s letter bag.” One | will serve for the\nquiry or search, aud which, 
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waistcoat contained in the pocket a priated card, 
“ Mr. M. Loris’s boarding bouse, Chatteston, 
South Carolina,” and appeared to have been new- 
ly printed. A mediciue chest on board wa- put 
up in New-York. | have delivered the prisoners 
to the Governor of Matanzas, and shall furnish 
him all the testimony In my power, which can 
throw light on their character. ‘The schoooer | 
sent out last oight, under command of acting 
Lieutenant Browne, ia hopes of deeoyimg some 
of her former comrades. 1 sail with convoy to- 
morrow, and after joining the prize at sea, shail 
proceed to Thomp-on’s Islaud tor supplies, aad 
return to the protection of commerce ou this 
coast. I trust, sir, should the prize be suilicientiy 
fortunate to meet with pirates, | shall have the 
pleasure to give a satisfactory account of them. 

I do myself the honour to enclose the corres- 
pondence relative to the capture ol the vessels 


Unitep States’ ScHOONER PorpvoiseE. 
Matanzas, October 23, 1824. 

















will be retarned whenever you uire ' 
= matter ié finished. . re Mt “ah 
now put you in mind, that the’ papers tha 
you mention in your statement, have Has pte 
hand. oh at 
1 declare to you that your recommendable tex 
vices tu the cause of humanity, and in favour 
our commercial relations, will be worthy of 
to the Superior Government ; and‘for my part} 
promise you, with all the justice of the laws, any 
ny firmoess to observe them, that 1 will ¢ 
bute to the most to the extermination of thege 
wicked men. “Wiha 
With thé greatest regard, lam, Dear Sir, ours, 
&e. CECELIO AYILEOR. 
To the Commander of the American Schooner of 
War Porpowse. 


Unitep States’ >cnooner Porpoise, 
Matanzas Oct. 24, 1824, 

I had the honour to receive your Excetlency’s 
reply to my Communication in relation to the pre 
soners made by this vessel, and have delivered 
them agreeably to your wishes. The 
which I neglected to send, | forwarded immediate. 
ly on discovering the omission. ‘be clothes 
stained with blood, and many other articles, were 
in a coudition so filthy, 1 caused them to be 
thrown iuto the sea; fora corroboration of the 
testimony, which you will receive this day, I 
leave to refer your Excellency to the Spanish 
ficer and his interpreter, who came on board the 


moment of arrival, and to whom the articles al-. 


juded to were exhibited, 
1 have the honour to be, your Excellency’s 
Obedient Servant, 
C. W. SKINNER. 
To his E> cellency, Dox-Cecetio Ayitior, 


Governor of Matanzas. 


Cc. 
Copy of a letter addressed to the Honourable Ben- 
jamin W. Crowninshield, Chairman of the Na 
val Committee in the House of Representatives, 


Navy Deraarment, Dec. 21st, 1824, 

Sik: I have the honour to. acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 14th inst. making 
ceriain inquiries respecting the suppression of 
piracy, to which | submit the following answer, 

‘he nature and extent of the force required, 
must necessarily be regulated by the nature and 
extent ol the evil to be repressed. ‘The views of 
the Department, on this latter point, are contain- 
ed in the annual report made to the President of 
the United States, and communizated by him to 
Congress, wiih his message, and to which 1 beg 
leave to reler you. ; 

‘There have lately been very few, if any, ves- 
sels of a large size, engaged in piratical depres 
dations, at a distance from the laud. ‘The naval 
force which has been employed, and whieh is 
stated in the report referred to, has succeeded in 
driving away, or destroying, vessels of that des- 
Cription, and has thus effected the iomediate ob- 
ject for which it was created. But the evil has as 
sumed another shape, for which this force does not 
seem tobe well fitted. Uur veaseis, even the small- 
esi, canavt follow the pirates into many of the 
creeks and inlets to which they resort—this must 
always be done in boats, which cannot be car- 
red by them in safficient numbers to be effectuak 
nor can the greater part of them, on account of 
their size, and the want of accommodations for 
water and stores, remain long at sea, so as per- 
maneatly and effectually to watch even the most 
suspected places. 

i would therefore respectfully recommend three 
or more irigates, or sloops y War, a8 an addition 
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to the force now in the Weet Indies and Gulf of 
Mexico, or as a substitute for the small vessels. 
The sloops would be as competent to the object 
as the frigates, and would be much lees expen- 
give. We cannot, however, detach that, or even 
a less number, from the stations where they aow 
are, Without weakening gur squadrons too much. 
It will be necessary to build them, which can 
be done in less time, and at less expense, than 
would require to repair and fit for sea the same 
pumber of frigates. Two, or perhaps three, might 
be finished in four or five months. ‘These vessels 
would be able to lie or cruise steadily, and for long 
periods, where their presence was most needed ; 
and, being well provided with boats, could pur- 
gue into any waters where escape was attempted. 
I» addition to this provision, our officers should 
be authorized to pursue the pirates wherever they 
may fy. The authority which has heretolore been 
given on this point, will be seen by the extracts 
trom the orders to Com. Porter, hereunto annex- 
ed, and marked A. The right to follow should 
be extended to the settled as well as the unset- 
tled parts of the Islands ; and, should this prove 
ineffectual, a resort will be necessary to such a 
general and rigorous blockade, as will make both 
the local Governments and their subjects feel that 
their interest, as well as their honour, requires a 
respect for our rights, and the rights of humanity. 
For such an extremity, the proposed sloops of war 
will be indispensable. What warnings should be 
given, or demands made upon Spain, or what ne- 
gotiations had, with other Governments, before 
this course be adopted, it is not my province to 
suggest. But, as these pirates are, essentially, 
robbers, living upon the tand, and not upon the 
ocean, if thelocal Governments cannot, or will 
not, prevent them from inflicting such serious in- 
juries upon us, we must seek them where they 
are to be found, and so punish them, as to prevent 
arepetition of their crimes. 

Should the foregoing suggestions be adopted, a 
law would be necessary, authorizing the building 


of the sloops of war, with an appropriation of 


$85,000 for the cost of each, and $61,086 50 for 
the annual support of each. Or the sums men- 
tioned may be added to the estimates for the sup- 
port of the navy ; the amount for building, under 
the head of building and repairs of vessels ; and 
the other, under those of 


Pay and subsistence - - 31,391 50 
Provisions - - - 15,695 v0 
Repairs, including wear and tear 12,000 00 
Hospital stores and medicine 2,000 00 





$61,086 50 


which we are sHometon guard. 
state of merchant vessels is the peaceful and un 

armed state ; and although permission to arm 
might, in this instance, free them from some of the 
evils to which they would be exposed without 
such authority, yet it is believed that few, whose 
only oliject is fair commerce, would avail them~] 
selves of the legal privilege. The expense arid 
inconvenience of arming is great. and would be 
illy borne by a large part of the comnerce now 
carried on, in that quarter, in American vessels 

The danger does not seem to be considered so ur- 
gent, as to compel them to do it. Convoy has 
been often declined, rather than submit to sligh: 
delays, or changes in the course of the vessel ; 
and it is understood, that insurance is unusually 
low, and that the othces add little. if any thing, on 
account of this risk. It may be effected, to the 
W est Indies. at one per cent. on the outward, and 
one on the homeward voyage ; and, in some in 

stances, at one and a half. embracing both, which 
is below the actual expense of arming. 

It has been sometimes proposed that the ex- 
pense should be met by the Government, and pro 

tection afforded, by placing on board each vessel a 
number of marines or soldiers ; but this plan will 
at once be perceived to be impracticable, when 
the number of our merchant vessels is consider- 
ed, with the different routes which they pursue. 
and the times at which they sail. The remedy 
must be extremely partial, or the expense enor 
mous. The whole marine corps would, proba 
bly, not equal one-fifth of what would be required 
for a sufficient and equal distribution among all. 
It has also been proposed to furnish convoy at 
stated periods. 
ifteen or twenty days, from some position on our 
coast, to some point which is considered beyond 
the danger. But to this there are, also, obvious 
objections. 


tered. 
protected than they now are. It would also de- 
trey competition of enterprize among our mer 


know how to estimate. 
vour protection atsuch a price. 


The natural 


This could be done at periods of 


It would employ all our force in the 
Auantic, and prevent attention to other objects ; 
an evil of too serious a magnitude to be encoun- 
It would be impossible to extend the con- 
voy throughout the whole cruise, and stopping at 
a given‘point, the pirates would immediately trans- 
fer and renew their attacks beyond that point, 
where the vessels would, in that case, be more un- 


chants, and confine them all to the same times and 
courses of navigation; an evil which they well 
They would not accept 


Ido not, then, perceive, in any of the sugges- 
tions which have been presented to my mind, so 





SS 


tailed in the public journals, but some of them 
have, occasionally, been «nclosed to the command. 
ing officer of the station, to afford bim information 
in the discharge of bis duties.” 

** The ‘ additional meas’ alluded to, as proper 
to be entrusted to the Executive, if an efficient co- 
operation of the local governments could not be 
obtained, were, three or four ffigwe~pr sloops of 
war, with boats for pursuit of the Pirates 7 Wurmen, 
ity to pursue them, wherever they migtit attedipt 
to escape, and authority to enforce a rigorous 
blockade, if other effects should prove ineffectual.” 
‘“ [.bave not supposed that it would be expedi- 
ent to authorize, by law, our merchant vessels to 
arm Should Congress entertain a different opin- 
ion on this point, and pass a law on the subject, 
it should embrace ‘ provisions and restrictions, 
similar to those contained in the 3d and 4th sec- 
tions of the ‘ Act to authorize the defence of the 
merchant vessels of the United States against 
French depredations,’ passed 25th June, 1798.” 


NAMES OF INDIAN TRIBES, &e. 
Documents accompanying the Message of the Pre- 

sident, of the 27th instant, 

DrrartMEenNt oF War, 24th Jan. 1825. 

Sin: In obedience to your instructions, directing 
a Statement of the names of the Indian tribes now 
remaining within the limits of the different States 
and Territories, the number of each tribe, and the 
quantity of land claimed by each ; and aiso an es- 
timate of the amount of appropriation necessary to 
commence the work of removing the Indians beyond 
the Mississippi, to be laid before you, 1 herewith 
enclose a report from Col. M‘Kenney, to whom is 
assigned the charge of the office of Indian A fiairs, 
which contains all the information required, except 
the estimate «of the sum that will be necessary to be 
appropriated to commence the removal, 
In forming the estimate required, it will be ne- 
cessary to take a summary view of the number and 
position of the several tribes to be removed, and to 
form a plan in detail for their removal, 
It appears, by the report enclosed, that there are 
in the several states and territories, not including 
the portion of Michigan tbrritory west of Lake Mi- 
chigan, and north of the state of Illinois, about 97,- 
000 Indians, and that they occupy about 77,000,000 
of acres of land. 
The arrangement for the removal, it is presumed, 
is not intended to comprehend the small remnants of 
tribes in Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Virginia, and South-Carolina, amounting to 
3,023, To these, also, may be added, the remnants 
of many tribes remaining in Louisiana, amounting 
to 1.313, as they are, each of them, so few in num- 
















































cheap, efficient, and certain remedy for the evil. 







In answer to your inquiry on the subject, I 
would suggest that it is not believed to be proper 
to designate, in any act of Congress, the di-po-i 
tion of the force ; the only effect of which would 
be to apprize the pirates more fully of the mode 
and place of attack, and thus enable them more 
surely to escape. 

It is proper to remark, that any naval force 
which we can apply to this object, will oot be suf- 
ficiently extensive to cover, at all times, every 
part of the shores of the Islands and Gulf of Mex- 
ico; and that some merchant vessels may. and 
probably will be caught, without other protection 
than that which their own strength affords.— 
Hence, the stggestion of arming them is very ob- 
vious, and has been frequently made. The evils 
to be appretrended from it, however, are equally 
obvious. Nosufficient pledge can be given, that 
some of them, if armed, and feeling their power, 
would not abuse it; and, in the present situation 
of the West Indies, and countries south of us, en- 
danger our friendly relations, and commit acts al- 
most as much to be deprecated as those against 
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as that which I have preferred; and, if it be 
atopted, we shail, after the proposed vessels are 
prepared, be enabled to dispose of the emali 
schooners now employed in the West Indies and 
Gulf of Mexico ; a force which has been found 
exceedingly expensive, and injurious to the dis- 
cipline and efficiency of (he service. 
respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


SAML. L. SOUTHARD. 


D. 

Extracts of a letter to the Honourable James Lloyd, 
Chairman of the Commitiee on Naval Affuirs, 
of the Senate, dated 29th Dec. 1824. 
‘* | have the honour to state, that there are no 

cases of piratical depredations, or other informa- 

tion on the subject. in the possession of the De- 
partment,whichare not referred to in the report ae- 
companying the Presideni’s message to Congress.” 

**No reports of cases have been received, ex- 
cept those made by naval officers, of such as have 


I am, very 


ber, that it is believed very little expense or diffi- 

culty will be found in their removal—making, to- 

gether, 4,336; which, subtracted from the 97,000, 

the entire number in the states and _ territories, will 

leave 92,664 to be removed. Of these, there are 

residing in the northern parts of the states of Indi 

ana, Iilimois, in the veninsula of Michigan, and 
New-York, including the Ottawas in Ohio, about 
13,160; which, I would respectfully suggest, might 
be removed with advantage to the country west of 
Lake Michigan and north of the state of Minois.— 
The climate and the nature of the couotry are much 
more favourable to their habits, than that west of 
the Mississippi ; to which may be added, that the 
Indians in New-York have already commenced a 
settlement at Green Bay, and exhibit some disposi- 
tion to make it a permanent one; and thatthe Lidians 
referred to in Indiana, Mlinvis, in the peninsula of 
Michigan and Ohio, will find in the country desig- 
nated, kindred tribes, with whom they may be rea- 
dily associated. These considerations, with the 
greater facility with which they could be collected 





come, in some way, under their own observation. 
No memorandum has been kept of the cases de- 
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in that portion of tke country, compared with that 
of collecting thém west of the Mississippi, form @ 
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strong iiducement to give it the preference. Should | appropriation of @ few'tti | 
tlie preposition be adopted, the Indians in question }thousand, for the expense of hlding the treaty.— 
rath ps gradually collected, as it became necessa- Nor’is’ it ‘believed that there will be any difficulty 
ry, from time to ume, to extinguish the Indian title in inducing the Piankeshaws, Weas, Shawniees, 
in Indiana, Tinsis, aud Michigan, without incurring Kickapoos, and Delawares, to occupy a position 
any additional experise other than what is usually |shat may be assigned to thetn west of the state of 
incidental to Sich extinguishment. Deducting,| Missouri, or that the operation will be attended 
then, t= Fudians residing in the north-western parts | with any great expense. The kindred tribes in 
© Indinua, Hlinois, in Michigan, and New-York, | ihe states of Ohio and Indiana, incliding the Wyan- 
with the Ottawas in Ohio, amounting to 13,150,|dotts, the Senecas, and the Mianites, ahd Eel Ri- 
from 92,664, will leave but 79,514. vers, in those states, and the Kaskaskias in Iiinois, 
It is proper to add, that a late treaty with the |it is believed might be induced without much difli- 
Quapaws Tes and provides for their refoval | culty to join them, alier those now residing in Mis- 
aid joining the Caddoes ; and they may also be de-jsouri are fixed in thir new position west of that 
docted trom the number for whose removal provi-|state. Of the sum that may be necessary for this 
sion ought to be made. They are estimated at 700, | purpose, it is diflicult to form an estimate. ‘Lhese 
which, taken from 79,514, will leave 78,814 to be | tribes amount to 3,082. The expense of extinguish- 
renioved west of the state of Missouri and territory | ing their title to the lands occupied by them, will 
of Arkatsas, shou'd the views of the Department|probably be high in comparison with the price 
be adopted. which has been usually givea tor lands in that quar- 
Of these, there are estimated to reside in the | ter, as they (particularly the Hudians in Ohio) have 
states of North-Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Ala-| made some advances in civilization, and considera- 
bama, and Mississippi, 53,625, consisting of Chero-|ble improvements on their lands. The better 
kees, Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, and|course would be to remove them gradually, com- 
claiming about 33,573,176 acres, including the claim | meneing with those tribes which are most disposed 
of the Cherokees in North-Carolina; 5,082 in O-/|to leave their present settlements ; and if this ar- 
fio, and in the southern and middle parts of Indi-| rangement should be adopted, an appropriation of 
ana’and Illinois, consisting of Wyandotts, Shawnees, | $20,000 would be sufficient to commence with. 
Seneck:, Delawares, Kaskaskias, and Miamis and| It may, however, be proper to remark, that these 
Eel Rivets ; 5,000 in Florida, consisting of Semi-| tribes, together with those in New-York, have indi- 
noles and remnants of other tribes; and the remain- | cated a disposition to join the Cherokees on the Ar- 
der in Missouri and Arkansas, consisting of Dela-| kansas, and that a deputation of the former, witha 
wares, KicKapoos, Shawnees, Weas, Ioways, Pian- | deputation from those Cherokees, are now on their 
keshaws, Clierokecs, Quapaws, and Osages. way to the seat of government, in order to make 
e€ next subject of consideration will be, to ae-| some arrangement to carry the proposed union into 
quire a sufficient tract of country west of the state | effect. Should it be accomplished, it would vary 
of Missouri and territory of Arkansas, in order to | the arrangement which nas been suggested in rela- 
éstablish permanent sctilements, in that quarter, of | tion to them, but will not, probably, materially vary 
the tribes which are proposed to be removed. The | the expense. 




















































tilready been allotted to the Choctaws, under ‘he | the Indians in Florida, and the tour southern tribes 


north of the river Arkansas, and immediately west | Alabama and Mississippi. 
of the state of Missouri, is held almust entirely by| 1t is believed that immediate measures need not 
the Osages and the Kanzes. The principal settle- | be taken with regard to the Indians in Florida. By 





There is a band of the Osages situated onthe Ver-| had allotted to them the southern part of the penin- 
























e upon the Arkansas and in the state of Missouri ;| them a tract of country west of the Mississippi.— 


fect the views of the government, will be the first] should they emigrate; and if an arrangement, 
Object of expenditure, and would require an appro-| which is believed not to be impracticable, could be 
“priation, it is believed, of not less than $30,000. made between them and the Chitkasaws, who are 

After this is efiected, the next will be to allot a| their neighbors, and of similar habits and disposi- 


to commence the work of removal. The former| both. A sufficient country should be reserved to 
could be effected, by vesting in the President dis-| the west of the Cherokees, on the Arkansas, as a 
cretionary power to make the location; and the lat-| means of exchange with these who remain on th: 
ter, by commencing with the removal of the Che-] east. To the Creeks might be allotted a country 
rokees, Piankeshaws, Weas, Shawnees, Kickapoos,} between the Arkansas and Canadian rivers, which 
aud Delawares, who now occupy diflerent tracts of| limits: the northern boundary of the Choctaw pos- 
country lying in the north-westera portion of the] sessions in that quarter, There is now pending with 
Arkansas Territory, and the south-western portion| the Creeks, a negotiation, under the appropriation 
of the state of Missouri. It is believed that the] of the last session, with a prospect that the portion 


boundary further west, on the consideration that for|a portion of the one which it is proposed to allot 
the lands thereby ceded they may have assigned to| or the Creek nation on the west of the Mississippi. 


evinced a strong disposition to, prevent the settle-| will provi'e for the means of ¢arrying it into ‘ef- 
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country between the Red River and theArkansas has | It only remains now to consider the removal of 


treaty of the 18th October,.1820. ‘The country | residing in North-Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, | cieties, with the coontenance and aid of theg 


ment of the former being on the Osage river, not far | tue treaty of the Lsth September, 1823, they ceded| ‘Phere is another point which appears to beim 
west of the western boundary of Missouri; and of| the whole of the northern portion of Florida, with dispensable to be guarded, in order to render the 
the latter on the Missouri river, near Cow Isiand, | the exception of a tew small reservations, and have | condition of this race less afficting, One of the 


digris, a branch of the Arkansas, Governor Clark | sula 3 and it is probable that no inconvenience will de | cessant_ pressure of our population, which forces 
has been already instructed to take measures to re- | felt,for many years,euher by the inhabitants of Flor-| them from seat to seat without allowing time for 
move thom from the Verdigris, to join the other | ida or the Indians, under the present arrangement, | that mora! and intellectual improvement, for which 
bands on the Osage river. ‘To carry this object in- Of the four southern tribes, two of them, the they appear ‘to be naturally eminently susceptible. 
to efiéet, and to extinguish the title of the Osages | Cherokees and Choetaws, have already allotted to | To guard against this evil so fatal to the race, there 
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and Chiekasaws, for the purpose of explaining @[ | 
them the ur oh Sen overhiment, and. indnéing i 

them to remove snd the Mississippi, on tei. 
principles anid pair which may be op 1 

the other tribes: Itis known thut thefe are’ ¢ 
individuals of each of the tribes, who are desirg 































of sertling west of the Mississippi; and ~ E 
be thought advisable, there can be no doubt’ “To the Se 
by an adequate appropriation, the means ‘were ; have 
forded the government of bearing their expense JP wer to a 
they would emigrate. Should it be thought Stbe Secre 
the encouragement of such emigration is desi¥ #to the Se 
the sum of 40,000 dollars would at least be session O 
ed to be appropriated for this object, to be jn the pc 
under the discretion of the President of the think pre 
States. The several sums which have been - pediene: 

mended to be appropriated, if the proposed aw yards of 
rangements should be adopted, amount to 95,009 jent Ce 
dollars. The appropriation may be made either gen. pairing § 
eral or specific,as may be considered mostad usefulnes 


{ cannot, however, conclude without remarking I gock—tt 
that no arrangement ought to be made which x 















not regard the interest of the Indians as well as our pgs 
own; and that, to protect the interest of the former, MB ine need 
decisive measures ought to be adopted te prevent of the sa 
the hostility which must almost necessarily his 4 
place, if left to themselves, among tribes hi points— 
brought together, of discordant character, and many 1. Th 


of which are actuated by feelings far from 
friendly towards each other. Butthe p 
of peace between them, will notalone be seffi 


pecessit: 
ecei vin; 
“Tine. 

















to render their condition as eligible in their Rew sk 9. TI 
twation as it is in their present. Almost allvef 3. TI 
tribes proposed to be affected by the arrange of the + 
are more or less advanced in the arts of civ mapoer, 







life, and there is scarcely one of them which 
not the establishments of schools in the nation, 
fording at once the means of moral, religious, 

intellectual improvement. These schools hi: 
been established for the most part by religious so 















ment, and, on every principle of humanity, the c i 
tinuance of similar advantages of education « cht 
to be extended to them imtheir new residence. —* 













greatest evils to which they are subject, és that in 


ought to be the strong:st and the most solemn a» ex” 


. . . . . , . . . * 2 . oc) 
and also to extingulsh the title of the Kanzes to] That which das been allotted to the latter, is be-| surance that the country given them should be theirs, of.d 
whatever tract of country may be necessary to ef-| lieved to be suffi iently ample for the whole nation, | as a permanent home for themselves and their pos 


eeedins 
terity, without being disturbed by the encroach ae ue 
ments of our citizens. ‘To such assurance, if there ss % 
should be added a system by which the. government, [I pmol ig 
without destroying their independence, would-gre We 


: x f ; 4 ; ; ; - . all “ . ships. 
portion of their country to each of the tribes, and | tion, it would be sufficient for the accommodation of | dually unite the several tribes, under a simple bat hij 


enlightened system of government and laws, form- the pu 
ed on the principles of our own; and for which, as ber, I 
their own people would partake in it, they would, mende 
under the influence of the contemplated impreve- this a 
ment, at wo distant day, become prepared... The On th 
arrangements which have been proposed, awould priate 
prove to the Indians and -their posterity a)perma- yard : 
nent blessing. tis believed that, if they could be Neith 
assured that peacé and friendship would be main- the pr 


Cherokees, to whom has been allotied a country |of that nation which resides within the limits of tained among the several tribes ; that the advantar m ~ 
lying between the Arkansas and White Rivers,|Georgia, may be induced, with the consent of the] ges of education which they now enjoy would: be ps ai 
will very readily agree to removing their eastern | nation, to cede the country which they-eccupy for extended to them ; that they should have.a per- ae 


manent and solemn guarantie for their ions, live, : 
and réceive tie countenance and aid of the govera- out 


them an equal quantity farther west, as they have|Should the treaty prove successful, its stipulations | ment for the gradual extension of its priv to estab 


them, there would be among all of the tribes a dis, of it 





ment of the whites to the west of them. It is pro-|fect, whi h will render any additivnal provision at position toaccord with om ee of the government, Pras bs 
bavie tat this arrangement could be effec'ed by an) present unnecessary. It wil} be ‘proper to open vew { Te be Continued.} at ink 
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